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SUBJ: ISRAELI OEFSHORE DRILLING IN GULF OF SUEZ 

1. FOLLOWING PRESS ARTICLES DESCRIBE NEW ISRAELI OFFSHORE 
OIL DRILLING ACTIVITIES IN GULF OF SUEZ: 

2. MAARIV, AUGUST 23 

THE OIL PROSPECTING COMPANY IS SHIFTING ITS OFFSHORE DRILLINGS 
TO A NEW SITE IN THE GULF OF SUEZ AFTER THE OFFSHORE DRILLING 
AT THE RAS GARA REGION WAS DECLARED DRY. A GIANT TWOER ARRIVED 
LAST WEEK AT THE DRILLING REGION AND TOWED THE DRILLING PLATFORM 
AND THE SERVICES PLATFORM FROM RAS GARA TO A FEW KILOMETERS 
NORTH OF A-TUR. 

3. BECAUSE OF THE STOPPAGE OF OFFSHORE DRILLINGS AT RAS GARA 
SOME TWO MONTHS AGO, ONE QUARTER OF THE WORKERS HAVE BEEN LAID 
OFF. 

4. IT IS LEARNED THAT THE AMERICAN COMPANY COOPERATING IN OIL 
PROSPECTING AT GULF OF SUEZ HAS RECENTLY WEIGHTED THE DESIRABILITY 
OF ITS CONTINUED INVESTMENT IN THE PROJECT. THE COMPANY'S 
RECONSIDERATIN IS SAID TO RESULT FROM PROFESSIONAL REASONS 
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A-TUR REGION. 

5. A CANADIAN TECHNICIAN EMPLOYED THERE COMPLAINED TO OUR 
CORRESPONDENT THAT THE ISRAELI "BOSSES", SLECTED BY POLITICIANS, 
LACED EXPERIENCE BUT NONETHELESS AMERICAN AND CANADIAN ENGINEERS 
AND PROFESSIONALS HAD TO COMPLY WITH THEIR INSTRUCTIONS. 

6. "SOME OF THE DECISIONS ARE STRANGE, THREE MONTHS ELAPSE 
UNTIL SPARE PARTS REACH THE AREA. IT HAPPENS THAT ORDERED PARTS 
DO NOT ARRIVE AT ALL. THE BUDGET DOES NOT SUFFICE FOR THE CARRYING 
OUT OF EXPERIMENTS AND MISCELLANEOUS ESSENTIAL WORKS", THE 

MAN SAID. 

7. DAVAR, AUGUST 24 

SINCE THE FIRST OFFSHORE DRILLING PROVED DRY TWO MONTHS AGO, 
NUMEROUS RENOVATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE DRILLING MACHINE 
ENTRUSTED TO CARRY OUT THE SECOND OFFSHORE DRILLING THE THE 
REGION TO MAKE IT SERVICEABLE AGAIN. IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE 
SECOND OFFSHORE DRILLING WILL COMMENCE WITHIN A NUMBER OF WEEKS. 
IT IS INTENDED TO DRILL DEEPER THAN IN THE FIRST OFFSHORE 
OIL DRILLING SITE. 

8. FOREIGN INVESTORS WILL MOST PROBABLY PARTICIPATE IN THE 
PROJECT. THEDRILLING EXPENDITURES ARE ESTIMATED AT $40,000 A DAY. 

9. IN THE MEANTIME, DIAGONAL LAND-TO-SEA OIL DRILLING WORK 
CONTINUES NEAR THE GULF OF SUEZ, WITH A VIEW TO 
DISCOVERING OIL AT UNDER-SEA LAYERS IN THE REGION. THIS 
DIAGONAL DRILLING IS EXECUTED BY THE NATIONAL OIL COMPANY 
WITHOUT PARTICIPATION OF FOREIGN INVESTORS. IN THIS DRILLING 
LAPIDOT COMPANY SERVES AS CONTRACTOR FOR THE NATIONAL OIL COM. 
TOON 
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